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My daughter told me on her prom day “Mom, this will be the last time I wear 

a dress.” After that day my son MJ was born and I accepted him for the man 

he became. I never once second guessed the decision nor did I try to talk him 

out of what he knew was his destiny. MJ and his sister made my heart whole 

and now I have a hole in my heart that will never be replaced. 

On my son’s birthday, December 12, 2022, he went missing and I found my 

son on December 14, 2022 laying in someone’s backyard badly beaten. I 

went looking for my son the moment I found out he was missing and I was 

NOT going to stop searching until I found him. My son, murdered, a well 

known transgender activist in the city of Philadelphia.  

MJ was born and raised in South Carolina. Immediately prior to his death, 

he lived in the Germantown section of Philadelphia. He was heavily in-

volved in transgender activism, which included supporting the William 

Way LGBTQIA+ Community Center and the Transgender Legal Defense 

Fund among other causes. He was a vivacious person and always the “life 

of the party,” friends said. 2026 Philadelphia Gay News https://epgn.com/2023/08/10/alleged-

murderer-of-philly-trans-man-held-for-trial/ 

Message from MOM: Please be careful of the company 

YOU keep. Everyone is NOT your friend! 
 —  A Grieving Mother, Tara 

Tara, Mom 



Services are available from Northwest Victim Services (NVS) regard-

less of sexual orientation or gender identity. We serve all of the affected 

by crime with dignity, respect, and love.  

The Northwest Victim Services Advocates including the Executive Di-

rector works very closely with Kelly Burkhardt, Philadelphia District 

Attorney's Office, LGBTQ+ Liaison, Victim Witness Coordinator.  

NVS, understands that LGBTQIA+ services are critically important 

within our agency because those within the LGBTQIA+ community of-

ten experience victimization at disproportionately high rates while also 

facing barriers when seeking resources.  

Those within the LGBTQIA+ community experience elevated rates of 

domestic violence, sexual assault, hate crimes, stalking, homelessness-

related victimizations, and family rejection. Transgender individuals, es-

pecially transgender women of color, face particularly high risks.  

Kelly plays a vital role in ensuring the 

Northwest Victim Services advocates 

provide culturally competent services, 

and she helps us understand services 

are most effective when people feel 

seen and respected.  

SERVING WITHOUT JUDGEMENT 

From left to right, Melany Nelson, Kelly 

Burkhardt, and Tara Jackson (Mom of MJ) 
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