


Losing my 16-year son to gun violence on March 2, 

2026 changed every part of my life. My mental state 

has forever been changed and my current financial 

state is in immediate danger. Paying out of pocket for 

my son’s funeral expenses caused me to fall behind in 

my rent, utility bills, and other monthly expenses. 

Trauma does not resolve quickly and the lasting ef-

fects will be permanent.  

My cry is for law makers to understand those affected 

by crime have long term needs. We are in need of un-

limited mental health services and financial services. 

Parents that lose a child due to violence may be una-

ble to work due to stress disorders, depression, or anx-

iety. Sometimes it is hard for us to walk out our front 

door just to sit on the porch. 

        - Mercedes King, A Grieving Mother in NEED  
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