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Judge Lori A. Dumas 



 

JUDGE DUMAS  

CARES ABOUT THE  

CHILDREN IN PHILADELPHIA 

“Judge Dumas has placed herself at the forefront of juvenile justice reform through 

her development of the First Judicial District of Pennsylvania’s WRAP Court, 

which has reshaped the way young victims of human-trafficking experience our jus-

tice system,” said President Judge Sheila Woods-Skipper, Philadelphia Court of 

Common Pleas. “Her reputation for working to improve the lives of young people in 

Philadelphia is highly regarded and we’re incredibly proud of the way she has rep-

resented the judiciary, and our courts. She will be an asset to the NCJFCJ’s board, 

and serve as a testament to the benefits of forward-thinking and creative solutions 

in the area of juvenile justice.”  

WRAP court stands for ‘Working to Restore Adolescents’ Power’ and it is aimed at 

helping a specific cohort of children and young people who are at risk of or are a 

victims of commercial sexual exploitation and human trafficking. These young peo-

ple come through the court system due to delinquency and (or) dependency matters.  

WRAP was created in response to Pennsylvania’s lack of safe harbor legislation. It 

was also created because there were children in our system who needed specialized 

attention from the courts due to the trauma they had undergone.  

The program helped Dumas win the first Innovator of the Year Award from the Na-

tional Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges.  

Don’t always assume that the juvenile is the root cause of the problem.… Always 

consider the role of the family, school, and community. – From the Pennsylvania Ju-

venile Delinquency Bench book, a guide for juvenile court judges. 

“Judge Lori Dumas sets the bar for innovative and trauma-responsive judicial deci-

sion-making,” said Judge Anthony (Tony) Capizzi, NCJFCJ president. “Her ex-

traordinary work for children and families in Philadelphia will be an asset to the 

NCJFCJ and can propel us to the next level.”  

 

 

https://www.chalkbeat.org/philadelphia/2018/12/19/22186304/philadelphia-judges-move-slowly-toward-being-trauma-informed/ 

https://www.ncjfcj.org/news/the-honorable-lori-a-dumas-elected-to-ncjfcj-board-of-directors/ 



 

JUDGE LORI A. DUMAS 
The legal career of Judge Lori A. Dumas has spanned over 
30 years.  She served on the Philadelphia Court of Com-
mon Pleas for 19 years before being elected to the Pennsyl-
vania Commonwealth Court.  While on the Court of Com-
mon Pleas, she served in every major trial division and 
immediately prior to her election to the Commonwealth 
Court, she was assigned to the Civil Trial Division where 
she presided over civil jury and non-jury trials with an ex-
tensive caseload, including, but not limited to, Contracts, 
Property Disputes, Equitable Title Issues and Real Estate 
Transactions.  

 

 Judge Dumas is an adamant advocate for justice. Her in-
volvement with Task Forces, Think Tanks, and Trainings 
both locally and nationally has made her a key player in 
several high priority projects and her work has placed 
Philadelphia’s court system in the national spotlight.  She 
has a keen eye for areas of need and has used rigorous 
analysis to develop several innovative initiatives as viable 
solutions. 

 

Judge Dumas is a graduate of Duke University and North 
Carolina Central University School of Law. She completed 
the Fels Institute of Government at the University of 
Pennsylvania, Diverse Force Board Governance Program 
and is also a Georgetown Fellow, specializing in Crossover 
Systems. Judge Dumas also holds an Executive Certificate 
in Diversity and Inclusion from Cornell University.  

   Judge Lori A. Dumas is a former board member of Northwest Victim Services.  



 



https://www.pacourts.us/news-and-statistics/news/news-detail/1197/human-trafficking-awareness-in-Pennsylvania 
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